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The China Studies that Melds Area Studies with Disciplinary Orientation:
A Case Study of the English works by the Academic Community of the Contemporary

Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies

Abstract

The Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies of the National Chengchi University was
established in 1968. Its genesis lay in the then Cold War when Mainland China posed high threats
to the survival of Taiwan, thus necessitating the Taiwanese government to cultivate professionals
for collecting and analyzing intelligence from Mainland China. After the end of the Cold War,
such a factor became unnecessary, and together with the changes in Taiwan’s higher education
environment, the Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies also turned its attention to academic
research. From these 50 years of development, the China studies of the Graduate Institute of East
Asian Studies has melded area studies with disciplinary orientation. This paper takes three
well-known China studies journals, The China Quarterly, The China Journal, and Journal of
Contemporary China as examples, discussing the contents and characteristics of the articles
published by the academic community of the Institute in them, and also the challenges it has faced

in academic development and the measures taken to meet such challenges.
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