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The Chinese Communist Youth League

and China's Elite Recruitment

Chien-wen Kou

Abstract

This article discussed the eilte-transmission role of the Chinese Communist
Youth League (CCYL) in the Chinese political system after 1978. After
analyzing the political careers of 121 members of the CCYL standing committee,
this article found that more than 70% of them worked as party cadres and/or
government officials at various levels after they left their CCYL positions.
However, these individuals seldom served as heads of economic development,
trade, mangement, technology, and other professional departments. This finding
indicates that the elite-transmission channels of the Chinese political system
have become differentiated and specialized. This article also found that more
than 50% of the 121 CCLY standing committee members were promoted to
the cadre rank at the deputy-provincial and ministerial level or above. Due
to the fact that Hu Yaobang, a former head of the CCYL, promoted a number
of CCLY cadres as a mean to consolidate his power, Hu Jintao, another former
head of the CCLY, may use this same strategy after seizing the position of
the General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party. Accordingly, this
article claimes that cadres with the CCYL experience should play an important
role in Chinese politics in the near future.

Keywords:Chinese Communist Youth League (CCYL); succession in
echelon; the deannuation of ranking cadres; power transfer;
. political succession



