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1987 SE DA% R i R SE3E N R BLA
Rl « ESE(LELRIEIER o2

mofE X

(BISZBOAKREBOARR ~ REFTEER )

B =

B 1980 X4 PHEXMGEBN T BEAEFHE BYAT F
HAASTHREELEAN » TP ECEBEESAOBELBEZAG -
BEBEREF BB AN B A RBE P ABE  RAFTHEAMN - JEE
XM GERAREZ - BEZLALSTFHERRAEEFTHOELETHELE - K
XEFMN 1987 Fufs 25 M ERMELG XA EL AW EREMAL > FHHOE
HRGNFHAF RO FTREETR SRS BEBREGATEH,T EF
BEE o AX R By BB A R ARG Fo o 5 - dEMEARES 23
THEAE 2012 F+ N\ KEAE R IIEE L R B 094548 -

Fon o AEE - FE HEL PREFLZES (EX

AT AR 3 BRSSO R B H BUAR R AL - 1 E A R JE E N BUA
(informal politics) 0] I 20BOG (formal politics ) ° M EBEFERIREBOE ~ HARBOE
ARG R 7 M v e 5 e (Rl 28 B 5 1 - SO ET 25 TRt o O BRAERY L i RS IS o St
AT A e AR AL - FEIEXBORERFLE - HZEIHIRE R AIHIKY  FHBE SRR
% 50 BT TS T A8 A =E B R DN 3R L A A i PR ~ (R IIRR A - o OB R AR - M AL

FO  IRRBOREEARBORIT AR ELER R 0 RER S PHREBRBUANEE | I HERE > 1978-
2010 > 25 3 ik (=Zdt : AFEEZHKAF > 2010 F) > H 22~38 -
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L~ PR EUE TR ~ Al )5 REAR S 55 o ad SR B2 SR AT A BURS SR S s Al 3t

rf B R S R B I S L RE T B o FHA B TR R B R S R R
WHES BB o AFEFFF% (William W. Whitson ) 3855 BRI 75 Bl S8 18 DU 8 5 55 SRR
F o IPEHEIR R WG IE SRR - S A THIE - oS R CE O RS R B R L
B > HEEZREMNEEENMEREBNG CEE » HEZROEBPEIEA - ok HERX
NS N BOG TR BN T BUE SCRNEL A SR A sttt G i 6 b B B S A 1 fm] S I AE figg
RGNS TR - o
B T RIESEE R - A SCE JelnlE 1949 5 DI h L SCRR R AR > 5 H R ICE
B/ [ # & A 0OFK ] (dualrole elites ) AL [ L EE T HEEHE A
( professional soldiers under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party ) © A g H! »
H R AR AR A A O ARE K » N EES A IS o AR L HIRSE B 7 s

FHQ BB EERE] ~ ALWIBRE] WS T 0 RS > BI5IE 0 H 269~309 ¢ BRI B H G AR
FJE 2 > F Zhiyue Bo, “The Provinces: Training Ground for National Leader or a Power in Their Own
Right?” in David M. Fineistein and Maryanne Kivlehan eds., China’s Leadership in the 21°" Century: The
Rise of the Fourth Generation ( Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2003 ), pp. 66~117.

FEQ ARIERIE B IR A TE M A e ST AE S E T SOBR 0 2 RAERESC ~ W B TS LB g
O R MG T ERBOR AR AR REEMER 0 37 BE 2 B (2006 7 A) - H

1~38 ¢ FEHESC - [EAME OB 1987 F LI LSO A G BOA RS | - BURRIBEE - & 45
1 (2010 %2 9 A ) » H 1~36°

@ William W. Whitson, “The Field Army in Chinese Communist Military Politics,” The China Quarterly, No.
37 (March 1969 ), pp. 1~30; William W. Whitson, The Chinese High Command: A History of Communist
Military Politics, 1927-1971 (New York: Praeger, 1973 ), pp. 498~517.

(&) David Shambaugh, Modernizing China’s Military: Progress, Problems, and Prospects ( Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press, 2002 ), pp. 12~14; Ji You, “China: From Revolutionary Tool to Professional
Military,” in Muthiah Apagappa ed., Military Professionalism in Asia: Conceptual and Empirical
Perspectives ( Honolulu, Hawaii: East-West Center, 2001 ), pp. 111~135; Ji You, “The People’s Liberation
Army as a Key Interest Group in Chinese Party Politics,” in Kjeld Erik Brodsgaard and Yongnian Zheng eds.,
The Chinese Communist Party in Reform (New York: Routledge, 2006 ), pp. 59~76. A3t » BZAL ~ Hil
TEARBARIEBERIL (de-politication ) » ¥ BUR L HE ~ BB R T EH EE A4 E - HHBABEZ2 R
Ellis Joffe, “Party-army Relations in China: Retrospect and Prospect,” The China Quarterly, No. 146 ( June
1996 ), pp. 303~305; Andrew Scobell, “China’s Evolving Civil-military Relations: Creeping Guojiahua,”
Armed Forces & Society, Vol. 31, No. 2 ( Winter 2005 ), pp. 236~237.

FE®  HIL (3 You) FAOWPII o flimEE [ThAEE]  (meritocracy ) BHGHHE THIEENE - Wi HEH - B
s SEAE ~ ECERRER - EEEBEERR - RIELKREHEER - 28 RQRE - EREFEHHETEL
e 8B - 1L Ji You, “The Roadmap of Upward Advancement for PLA Leaders,” presented for the
International Conference on Elites and Governance in China ( Taipei: Department of Political Science,
National Chengchi University, November 6-7, 2010 ), pp. 1~32. S4} > 225 (Cheng Li) FIHFH ~ H &
GEE -~ TR KT S B S B A A TR o (E R AU R T > SRR AR
HHIFR BN R # - 2 A Cheng Li, “China’s Midterm Jockeying: Gearing Up for 2012 (Party 3: Military
Leaders ) ,” China Leadership Monitor, No. 33 (June 2010), pp. 1~17, http://www.brookings.edu/~/
media/Files/rc/opinions/2010/0628 military leadership 1i/0628 military leadership li.pdf.
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PERATT SV TS A E R E AL - (HE S B H A B S MR AR
Hil FEPERIBOG 2 8 o ERE T LSRRI 2 T BIHSC AP ] (objective
civilian control ) > HATELE [ EEAISC ASER] ] (subjective civilian control) » JZ it
WA TR < @

AR 1987 F LI 25 (IR Z & A H R R BN - B 2 (8
Fitdl» WETEGERE - FlnfRE] - s Rk B ) T~ A& RERFE I - 8
TEECHGIECHERN S (BRERERELEFRNERZZE - A CEFR ) &7
5B o ARSCIRIIG 1 38 BE 1 o FE R o T A B 22 1) DY A B 1 A0 =8 7 e - i
E 23 (AEEE AT UBERIRE - 20 10 R AIEEHEZEE L
VURE AR IE 15 & ~ 2 AR B o N AR SO B TS ANE] > B 28 = i R SO
FHRE LR AR AT o A ANFERI R AR » BREHIRRZE 2011 4
1 HWIRSIE ©

S T g A M R ZE PR AR o o - S w D BUIE A R S AR AH B E A
HRERRELH - HRIFIE - BRGSO A1 E BRI R M AR AT o BRI T
R A R R B LR (HAMBAE RIS A6 - SRS AGTE o 5 i H R R BRI
B CRAEAE R T T3S (SRR b O A SO S B ) 2 TH R B B RR E - ofHIE
MERNZESETTRERERE - R LR R TG [T W) g Al
ik SR EERL ~ AR v HE R Y B T - LR HRERE BN AT RER A AT - BOR
RERGTE 73 M7 o A SCHYIEHE R B - il 2z DUBRIH HES - (H B A 15 EIRIAS R AR IE
fitE o T L L A D ) 82 70 VB EE T o ST RS AR R R A R R T 2 B0 T e SR R AR
7= o BNV A g 22 B AT 52 7T - n) BE AR A [ BT sl 0 &8 THE 3l - (Hsp B S AR NG
R o AN ER PR EI S 5 B s TR A B SR 38 ASCH R BRIETEARLL T4
i - AEFEERLL TH ) BEAL » FHEEIECORE HBHRT (1978 F LIREH (£ 9 HE 11 H
ZTE) - TR 12 A 31 B - HIAATRE AR P E R 2 A Se3F 3R - % - AE T/ UK LLR
AT RER A R K (A I T B T (E K B R RS > M P REE AR A - E A
W S R P AT RE » f% 1 7 WRE SRR TR > AT T /ORI REE A =
HZATE » Sl EEER R AE T - DUERI B R AR p A -

AT REAEER 53 o 5 ECAT T 22 (o] i b S B SRR PR A i [ EFR RS ) IR
RUFJEEST » DU R A e TSR AOE I (1949—1980 V) #Ea#2] [ rhtag

S BRI RESC A FERIFER A A% © i Samuel P. Huntington, The Solider and the State: The Theory and
Political Civil-military Relations ( Cambridge, MA : Harvard University Press, 1957 ), pp. 80~85.

SEQ  ERIEALRIREET - a8 5 R AR (0 0 B T AR o 2 v 3 o o0 i R VIR R A i R PR R
T HEAE A > E S R AN IS AT B S R R AR S o A B TR TR o R (LR RR
EEERE S EMERZENEE - EEEEO T8 B ] (sponsored mobility) < B> [
B 5@ ] B - 2/ Ralph H. Tuner, “Sponsored and Contest Mobility and the School System,”
American Sociological Review, Vol. 25, No. 6 ( December 1960 ), p. 855.
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[HEfE e ) 2 I ESCRRAVIZ OIRAT - FCRE Trg a8 [ =8 | B
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Mo 1927 8 H 1 HIEEKES) [FELE]  ZTATEIEER KM - ALE sl
FHIEMG - off [r BBz WY [/\Edk] b BERRE [ABEHER H
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REZE M - BERHEBUT RIS HES » BUEEN AN TIOR3 RESR - A
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[ =@ ) Rt ARAIRALG - miIerEST [ RFREE ) A - TRk
AEFE | KM - BERAE 1927 9 H 29 HASHHBESEE VLI AT R =8 - S8
BRAHAR o [ =@l | PRI [ AR AR B ]~ DRTRIsE Rl ) B TREHIE ] =11
FE > SCLLRT R TR BB o [ SR ARAE b | A AR B L BERH AR - ST T R A B
8 » MAEATRR 38 AR o DHTRUBUREE | R ARIEERS A E A -
BFEHEEREHA RSN > 28 E RB0s BREEE T MIhEEREEREL
ERIEERR o 1927 £ 10 H B AR EHE ATEIMIL - FREE 4 F RIS RBARHAE - W

G R TRAEamEBIE (A ARKRES TEALE Y - fMALIYE ) [ =8
i | B H A 2 HE B

[ EP IR ERECR 8Os - MU ER LD E [JEEHRA T ] - 1929
12 AEAEENUR S TR A PRI E S LKA R KRG - ERFLEARZ BER > 7
It BGR HER - A RGE I EORE R ED TIREB A O] - ot BEREE
T P UGE DRI R —EST e BOG R A sl A SR | SCAPHE =R B G 70 Bl Y

O FEHEPEPEREREOPEARE > MAPEARBRESS (U - HREREHN - 1992 £) - H
10~11 °

R Pt ECRYEE  REHER 70 F (LR IR R 0 1991 5E) - H 87 -

LA BEFIRERE - PEIARSMEMSE (L) (R ILER ARG - 2007 8) - H 9

O EERMEEREE LN PEARBREN 70 F (L HHAEHAL > 1997 F) 0 H
32~33 °

L@ BERRERFERE AT OOAREA T RS - MRER TR =S sy T = e R
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BUR - AR E L H I A FDE - EORALEM S MBOGEZR R (HMAE) HBUEHE
(M%) et T EEEE TE > HEEEAIERR - o

—RHEVRG  TEEABER, (1949 F-1980
FK)

1949 A SRR - EHSCRAAR I S IR [ S A (e O | U IR
KR "R paWNEhIt & far @B - 2 BvIE 2 tE i M BUE
i o A2 EIF AT~ L AR DMHITR IR - CAE R S E RV H B R - [ EH A O
e B R EUR I K BRI BURTS o BB - FBIH] » rh o o
#r F/NRATEE - £ EATA S ER SRR © Bt B B E T HE AR

[l ) NEMIE - 5 BP R Ay BAE R [ R R E s (Ao Bei ) » KT
B R B0 T A SR AT SO O AT o wiltdt - MECEISREER PR
FIBGE RS B E S 5 LBl - (SLE 1) £/ KB+ Rz EiEPE
GHLEAIEDAE 31%LE - EEE &MY - £+ RZAT - BUR R 7 At
fHE & RPEAE L L - ARG REZ G20 —(H)T%HE - EEHIE 16%
DiE > —EEEREEMNA - BRRERE LS E2HBURER -

MEEREAEER] E (AR AR ARAGE-EFF - HIE 1959 4
JE Ly o BRI R 2 P R AR HGE » BRI AUE A M BB e o MR
SE AN 2 B I P o AN RS AR o R R 22 Bt T B g B AR~
ek B AR AR AR AN B o o [ AR IO ] R SRR o e n] B DR R

W HBRERGCHEBRE R > PEARBRREN 70 £ H 35~37

B X TFHAERHMR]  (symbiotic relationship) ~ [#HEH#E FH @& | (interlocking directorate ) ° David
Shambaugh, “Building the Party-state in China, 1949-1965: Bringing the Soldier Back In,” in Timothy Cheek
and Tony Saich eds., New Perspectives on State Socialism in China ( Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1997), pp.
131~136.

M MR~ BERERA ~ 2 SRR FEER -~ P - SRR T AR RS o B S R BIn
7 BLER /N S [R] SE R VY e SR R o B DAy~ R ARER L X = A AU R A A T -
B oy AR BB — TR o RAME - DR BORAT B S R sh s | - BEEH > 2001 5
12 #f] > http://www.eywedu.com/Bainianchao/banc2001/banc20011210.html °

SR 1949 FEAFE] 1952 A BT EEMCER A THTRRIE ] LU TR o 55T Vs R8T A st B T R
AR 40 Z EARCER A LIE < 1€ 1950 - 6 FHE] 1952 4F 4 F 5 60 & @A RACEEE TR L
SRECRR - ZELEEZE - T3 - ACE ROKF| LR o SRR E R e > PEARBNE
B9 70 F > B 248~253 o BHRA MR HCE RS A (AJ%8E - 1 Thomas J. Bickford, “The People’s Liberation
Army and Its Changing Economic Roles: Implications for Civil-military Relations,” in Nan Li ed., Chinese
Civil-military Relations: The Transformation of the People’s Liberation Army (New York: Routledge,
2006), pp. 161~177.

FE® 1952 2 H vh ke Bk T 5E AT R R A i B D SRR AE T DUBEARHTERAUES M B T T REAA
BEARBRIIIERE - JB EUEERR ~ TIERR ~ BIMIRRI 2 EAE - 1954 5 7 F TS R A EER R ] K
S AR ZE I AR B R Wi S E B R AR ER AR o D
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RREA » RMEHEBIE A - ZIb o EREME T C R/ MR A - BIf R - Mz AE (T - TREE
WA B > R IERTIR R - (HARSIATER -

BRI - POt e EEE LA - BETE SR (1970) (RMR) (&AL : TPILEYEREEEL - 1970 £F) ¢ IR

GEmtAN - BETEER (1974) (&L - PR RFseatnt - 1974 ) « PIREIEMRERAR - P ER
(1978 ~ 1982+ 1993 » 1998 ~ 2003 ) ( ZJL : HILTFJEMERERE - 1978-2003 £F)  BIBIEREH FIHH
Jof - BENEESR (1988) (Z AL - BPEREFEMRE - 1988 ) « RAfE - 2008 FrHHEFEAET
B (=L - FILRFFEREERE - 2008 ££)

[ A O HUE (R BUR I 2 SCAAE Fan T RS S I FEGEER - 2
MERDIIZHG ) o BRI2RERT - 1989 4 ~ 1994 FF rft S B 2 0 4% DLE A K & 4% R 51 0 12
%o fERR 36 L [EEREHES ] HephBE - R - 8UNF - BfRE - Fhw

EEAERIIE ] - BEBR - http:/baike.baidu.com/view/38528.htm [ 7§ A 7 73 3% L[5 (1 o o7 B 3%
&1 - R > 2005 & 6 H 27 H > http://www.tianshannet.com/big5/quqing/content/2005-06/27/content_
166054.htm ° 1968 -2 1970 F 2] » WEHCE RKUBGIHA [EREMRITE | - MR BRI - 28
VLR ~ BRNEIG ~ WSET ~ B > i > MR~ VLV ~ B~ WD~ WTAb Y T I S AR A A A ST
[ o RS > 11969 : EIEREAH P HEZ e RAE - MZEEBER] - EEXHRE > 5 524 H] (2006 4 9
H 5 H) > http://www.cnd.org/HXWZ/ZK06/zk524.gb.html ©
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AR TAE » AL BIRME ~ It S M AR BN RS 95 - BKBAE 1978 4 3 F HUMERIH KL
A - 1979 FLRIFEEDTRERT L - HEWER - BIBIERE RS -

ZCESHENRMGF  THHEETHEREA, (1980
FR-[E)

1980 EACLITL - p LEE SCRA(RBHAA AL - G Trp EfEE PRUHEE A - 5
AR AT DIGEASR ~ B~ Bos = AKE B A G » BBRCELE 1990 FASK
0 DURG R A 15 ARSI i 3 - (H 2 B R Wit 8 - — MR P SR TG Bl « 18 BRI e
B EMAL > RSB TIVESEIE - 1978 LK > IR [HEREMR
BB R BT ] > B ER [FEEE | A TR ] o 1984 4 - B/NFER TR
amZe AT o WML > BIRR TR MAF o #ER T R ) A S PR B R A R 4%
J& 1 o aiE (I T SR 2 AT A1 R B B A g 1T L > BRSNS A AT 0 B RIS MR
AR A A A o A B SR B AG  CHE  TH S EL S A R R o M8 S R t  BURE
—AR A TR » &R T2 N RSB - R TR AR RN e A > {H
AL - BT - EREEMERAERE 0 1998 4 7 HHdEAm [HEAM
HREIER - SHB—HANHREEREEE ] - o

TR MO > BRENEESRK > BRI MOAEIE T EE S - it
T L LA oA A B (P B SRR R B B T RBR S | (1949-1978 ) ~ [ HUALHEE T AR
T (1979-1984) ~ [ o EBE T | (1985-1992) ~ [ Bl T /RESETE | (1993-F74F ) 24
EFEE: - B 1980 FACHIHRAM - TEBMUE BTG ET » R rY B 2 7 B 5 ik

SE@M 1955 FFEEEINE > B HER AT RME— A% > JEIEK ~ BN R ITAMEE A > e R AR RIS
NE o G R EEAL = ZE - MBOAHEIEAF ~ PRERMER - MM EE o (B ffE
1949 LTS > RSB INEFHET - 17F > THEHE 36 (HEEREHE : KiFRFEEMR] - b=E
SRIBFRAT] > S HPREFFRFTEM 0 2007 £ 7 A 16 H > http://www.chinareviewnews.com/doc/1004/
1/0/1/100410181.html?coluid=6&kindid=27&docid=100410181 ~ http://www.chinareviewnews.com/doc/1004/1/
0/1/100410181_2.html?coluid=6&kindid=27&docid=100410181 o & 2 £ 2 i ik 5 1 B Hi F 22 e E2 4 T
FEEBRAL ©

FEA 1988 7 ABKBHUIZ T —RALE DB AR BT > BN H 0L EBRBE R R ER o B AR R A R
SRR R TR R CE E AR L P2l | FEEA > S E AR EE 2008 £ 7 H 4 H > http://bigs.
china.com.cn/aboutchina/data/guofang/2008-07/04/content_15957126.htm °

A OEXHRCRGE BOTHEHERESBRERE (U5 BEFREZH ML > 1993 ) 0 H
101~103 °

@ BUNE S BNEIGE (3 8) (AL s ARMERE > 1993 ) H 99 -

@ [HEFEHAKHELL (1990 F—1999 F) | > FEM > htp://news.xinhuanet.com/ziliao/2004-07/26/
content 1649800 1.htm °
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W~ FEFHER] ~ Bk AR S = 7 A T o B AR B2 AR A R SR AT
A ROHBH BB AR Y B B o B 5 S ER AR IS TIPSR E B N OURE R )
B TR | > MR ACE ) R RO BE 2 SR - 1985 AR HE P K & Gt 4 B I A
Bk Jckt 55 i 3L FE AR (P B R AR 5 1R T RLET ~ KT~ TR | (UG O iR 8 o
FIAR R LA LR E B BUE o @ S BIRG IF A2 BN A > MO e 1985 fEBAMRETTHE
I R MG R R > 2 1987 AR SEEE KECH [ E R o MR CHE 0 4R S it e
1982 FHMAFE > MBHRERFE RG> EREMBRMAKERZE S BEHEOE T
fF ~ DLEOF ~ #80 ~ WA A E 7 N S AR ED - Fofl ~ KE S H RS o
975 48 A5 8 R B B S T LR AR - 44 1975 4119 17.4% (K E] 1985 1T 10.4% > FRE{KE]
1995 1 8% o @R HEAEIFIH 2 HFE K AL EISH) » BRIKE S H HIRE AR AP 5 5
L BREWIEE - FHIRRERERE -

1990 AFACAHIHA - 3 38 /7 B s, <7 28] 80 B S (1T 8 - B YEE O S R L R R - 1993
VLR R R E RO G IR L [ IR B =R RS /5 8F ] > BORMREHCEF T Bl T
IR o g LpEfR PRt TR R | FO [ Wi AR A M At | () iR ——AE S B
FUEfE o FECT— MR CE T 1R B r FT B BBl T = S0 A ¢ o e kAt
B b MR AR [ BRI SR R R A S R A o g [HTIRE ST SR A
g 77 8t 1 R HLEEZ 1990 FACLIKRLLE AR B B L [ 5 95 35 55 4 dn

(Revolution in Military Affairs) > EMFHZLELEZEAL o oS 2 LI R T =77
M — -~ HEEBERERS - B2 E I AR ST o = ~ R g
REFE BB TN ERE S & o = ~ HHEHEEME > HREHE - BB A H

@ David Shambaugh, “China’s Military in Transition: Politics, Professionalism, Procurement and Power
Projection,” The China Quarterly, No. 146 (June 1996) , pp. 279~285.
G FECE S TR RS 2 R | cREIRBERITE 0 B 49 B 4 H (2006 F 12 ) 0 H

27~44 o
@ EBE - A RS MEFHIERMBEESRIER (I - REARLEEARGE 0 1998 ) 0 H
32~33 ©

FE@ FERERPERRCHERRE LA > PEARBRMERN 70 F > TT 447~448 ©

@ [ GRMRIBRMmAKR) 1993 s B A ek > FEFEM > 2007 £ 12 H 18 H - http://bigs.
xinhuanet.com/gate/big5/news.xinhuanet.com/mil/2007-12/18/content_7272965.htm ° B> [ #1HF BA 5 =5 8
78t ) a0 RUBfEEL (David M. Finelstein) - [ A 3L B 5 E SIS - fdm [ S EmS )5
&1 1 o HiEFHR (Roy Kamphausen) -~ ffiiEiZ¢ ( Andrew Scobell) #w » BE/5E0 s B == 3% » BRERZL
FEHRE (2L BEPTES L BHRGEE - 2010 4) » H 73~98 ©

FEQ FHRERPERRHEREEHCE R > PEARBMERN 70 £ H 416~417 ©

FEQD 1991 A HRER A I DIRFEOR A JE I K I EASHR AT - A 3L sZ B0E (R - FaRI T HBHEE
i ] B FUERBAIN S - HE RSO TBCRETIOARBS ] 8 (RS ] JUs [ &8
BefF P RS | o REREHE - [rdk [HEBRFEa] 200 — EIHMFIULRET ] - RBEKBEMRE -
B4 BH L (1998 A 11 H) 0 H 51~52 THHE > [EEEE IR RCER ] - PEIKRE
HE > 3485 120 (1991 % 12 H) » H 30~34 -
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SN o W2 R AR E B W o M o o R R B B M7 o 05 2L
A R A58 2 R IR D P K o BRB 23T - T 4 2 H H R o i B < BRL I 5 VR R oK - i
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The Political Mobility of PLA Leaders
after 1987: The Impact of Professionalism

and Institutionalization

Chien-wen Kou

Professor, Department of Political Science
Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Since the 1980s, civil-military relations in China have transitioned from
“dual role elites” to “professional soldiers under the leadership of the
communist party.” During this process, institutionalization and professionalism
have thereby become increasingly important in determining the upward-
mobility of military officers. Informal politics remains important but must
conform to institutional procedures and professionalism. This development
makes the recruitment pattern of senior officers more stable and more
predictable. After analyzing the career development of 25 former and
incumbent vice-chairmen and members of the China’s Central Military
Commission (CMC) after 1987, this paper indicates several attributes in their
upward-mobility including the CCP Central Committee membership, age
limits, working experiences and specialties, and military ranks. After
classifying these recruitment attributes into necessary requirements and
competitive advantages, this paper further filters out 23 officers who are
likely to be elected as the CMC vice-chairmen or members in the coming
18th Party Congress in 2012.

Keywords: elite mobility; PLA; professionalization; institutionalization; Central
Military Commission ( CMC )
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