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The Political Mobility of Chinese
Economic Technocrats since 1978:
Characteristics and Trends

Chien-Wen Kou' - Fang-Yu Chen™

Abstract

Political recruitment, a crucial function of a political system, is strongly
affected by the nature of the system. Analyzing 258 ranking officials who have
ever occupied a post at the full or vice-minister levels in the ministries of
macroeconomic regulation and control, this paper demonstrated the impact of
the duality of the Chinese political regime - both developmentalism and post-
totalitarianism - on the recruitment of economic technocrats. The attribute of
developmentalism leads to the rise of professionalism:. Most economic
technocrats completed graduate studies and were trained in economics and
management. About a quarter of these technocrats had overseas study
experiences and usually obtained a degree from overseas universities. Moreover;
these officials’ career pattern revealed that they were usually promoted from
ministries of macroeconomic regulation and control, and usually transferred to
another post in these ministries. In the meanwhile, political credentials remained
important for the mobility of economic technocrats. The overwhelming majority
of economic technocrats were CCP members and the experience of Party posts
became important in the upward-mobility of these officials.

Keywords: China, developmental state, economic technocrats,
elite recruitment, post-totalitarianism
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Bl - BRSO ESEEHMITET - DR BHISEAEENERIARS
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BN RBUR R IR S TR R R A - AN HEERE
WHERE » SRUTHBESESE - BERR S+ ERD AT REEH
RMBA S REES -

ANDBBDEENER TEATEREAEE | (capitalist developmen-
tal state)F] " B HGMEE | | (post-totalitarianism) WIEEE M - JE W BB R &
LS T HREENER - BN EREEUBER DS L TR
SHENEAN  REEE TBRAEE % AR ERERETE
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FE LEMEREREHTREERENEE - 23 "BRIRR , %
B HHRE S K E 283 (professional credentials) WA EE » [RERZEH T
S TEREEETAER  BAERETHEMNELNIFRARAS g
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HEBRREEE - FEIUEH R 8% (Putnam, 1976: 45-70) - X
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BRIBZE | (Post-Totalitarianism Capitalist Developmental State, PTCDS)Hg
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BRERARAAEE I L MARE > 28 % B0 (2007 : 309-335) -

EHR(Pei, 2006 NRBBREAXGBB ARG BRI 28 - RA PAEBOER

344 72 @ #% (the logic of political survival) » # 8 BB K E ~ RAMF K EHE
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45 .

PINTEHMEBR (WEATARKCH BT ERERAL) 48 At AKE M
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RERRIE S H] (state capitalist economy) (RFE ([ + 2003 : 1-31) - BT #E
WEB MR - PRBERRNEERER S - BHGREILECE 5
RS ERERFOREMER - ST RIELR LR SWEREBRN—X
B, 2001: 25-50) ¢ EHGHEREATEREAETREIREENES
Y U BRSINEEEE  RESHSRIEL - LEZIEHEHA
RESMABE  BXFETHEEBAWTRES - UESHSsnB0lEus
KESEEERS HATARFCEERNBEREMERR » HEAL
EEEME L HREEERMUNET -

B—AH PHREESAETRBEIRNEE - REE TR TRERE
B —RE R R BURE(Linz, 2000: 245-261) » B PAMME 2 AN ¥ B
AEFFE(Linz & Stepan, 1996: 42-51) » FIZR MEFEHEME T B 55 R AR 9 BRI
o BEIRE  ERANEMARY  HHERE ISR ERRY - 2
%0 REEREET B SEHOERERE BB EMEDUL - R19878+=
R Tt & ERTRRE | F20028+AK T 2ERE ) BARENES -
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GERBBR, AREASL BHARREBR > FREAFREFEERBEA -
BAR EREATHEE-BARANRLRER LA RE - RTL T RBAE
ZHRA (LPEREFES) E2Hs 38 (LPHAEIR)-

Y MR EAE B RS H - 2 H Johnson(1999: 37:39) ~ Leftwich(1995: 400-
427) ~ Onis(1991: 111-116) » Wu(2007; 979-980) -

¢ MARPARREHARERLBRYLE R £ 5 Back(2005: 485-498) + Breslin(1996:
689-706) ©
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